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k\\) Forest Health Projects in the South End &
Narragansett Bay central Prudence Island

Research Reserve

NBNERR, in partnership with RIDEM and with support from USFS is continuing with forest
management projects aimed at slowing the spread of the southern pine beetle, improving the long-
term health of pine barren habitat, and improving regeneration of a diverse oak forest.

SPB-infected trees: Dozens of pitch pine (Pinus rigida) trees infected with southern pine beetle
(SPB) on DEM property in the South End and in the Desert have been felled and chipped (See note
below on woodchips) or the bark ‘scored’ (opened) to kill beetle larvae. This spring we will continue
monitoring SPB populations and surveying trees attacked by SPB.

Dead oak salvage: Dead oak trees have been removed from ~70 acres of the Heritage Property. A
small portion of those trees are available for islanders to take for personal firewood. See note below
on firewood. Also, a large portion of the dead oak are built into a ‘slash wall’ that encloses ~1.5 acres.
This area is inaccessible to deer enabling the vegetation to grow without being consumed by deer.

Next Steps

Oak salvage will continue in the Heritage Property through February, wrapping up by March 15. The
dead trees will be used to construct another slash wall.

Plantings & seeding are planned in the Heritage Property areas now open to sunlight with the dead
oak removed. We will be looking for volunteers for this planting and seeding effort — stay tuned!

Prescribed burns are planned in the South End where SPB-infected trees have been removed, and
the pitch pine forest has been thinned. Prescribed burns will likely occur in early March, depending on
weather. More information to follow in February.

Small brush piles will be burned in the central pine barrens (the Desert’). We plan to complete this
while snow is on the ground and moisture content is high. This will complete treatment of the SPB-
attacked trees in that area and minimize future spread of the beetle. We are communicating with
PIVFD, RIDEM Forest Fire Program, and others as we plan and implement these pile burns.

Firewood & Woodchips are available for homeowner use on the island. See this document. Prior to
any work with firewood or woodchips, every participant must have with them (1) a signed DEM
Waiver, (2) a signed NBNERR Agreement, and (3) Program Overview.

Documents are available at NBNERR.org and at the NBNERR office.

Questions?
Please contact Jon Mitchell, Stewardship Coordinator
Call (401) 683-7369 or email jonathan.mitchell@dem.ri.qov



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O1BT75zkhTfUv_QXpdm5seUCotkUfmXU/view?usp=drive_link
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